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Lesson 1:

Lesson 2:

Lesson 3:

Lesson 4:

Lesson 5:

Lesson 6:

Lesson 7:

Lesson 8:

Lesson 9:

Gen 1:27
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.

Gen. 2:7
Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.

Gen 3:15
[The LORD God said to the serpent] “I will put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise
his heel.”

Gen 4:7
If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is couching at
the doors; its desire is for you, but you must master it”

Gen 9:8-10

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, I establish my covenant with you
and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the
birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.

Gen 10:32
These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their
nations; and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.

Gen 12:2-3

And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great,
so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you
I will curse; and by you all the families of the earth shall bless themselves.”

Gen 14:18
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of God
Most High.

Gen 15:13

Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know of a surety that your descendants will be
sojourners in a land that is not theirs, and will be slaves there, and they will be oppressed
for four hundred years.
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Lesson 10:

Lesson 11:

Lesson 12:

Lesson 13:

Lesson 14:

Lesson 15:

Lesson 16:

Lesson 17:

Lesson 18:

Gen 17:7

And I will establish my covenant between me and you [Abraham] and your descendants
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you
and to your descendants after you.

Gen 19:29
So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God remembered Abraham,
and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in which
Lot dwelt.

Gen 21:12

But God said to Abraham, “Be not displeased because of the lad and because of your
slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for through Isaac shall
your descendants be named.

Gen 22:15-18

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16* and
said, “By myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this, and have
not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. And your
descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your descendants shall all
the nations of the earth bless themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”

Gen 24:48

Then I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God
of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to take the daughter of my
master’s kinsman for his son.

Gen 25:23

And the LORD said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples, born
of you, shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve
the younger.”

Gen 28:12-14

And he [Jacob] dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it
reached to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it!
And behold, the LORD stood above it* and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham
your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your
descendants; and your descendants shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and by you
and your descendants shall all the families of the earth bless themselves.

Gen 30:22
Then God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her and opened her womb.

Gen 31:24
But God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream by night, and said to him, “Take heed
that you say not a word to Jacob, either good or bad.”
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Lesson 19:

Lesson 20:

Lesson 21:

Lesson 22:

Lesson 23:

Lesson 24:

Lesson 25:

Lesson 26:

Lesson 27:

Lesson 28:

Gen 32:28
Then he said, “Your name shall no more be called Jacob, but Israel, * for you have
striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.”

Gen 34:1-2

Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the
women of the land; 2 and when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the
land, saw her, he seized her and lay with her and humbled her.

Gen 35:22-25

... Now the sons of Jacob were twelve. The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob’s first-born),
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun. The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin.
The sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s maid: Dan and Naphtali.

Gen 37:28
Then Midianite traders passed by; and they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the
pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver.

Gen 38:9-10

But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his; so when he went in to his brother’s
wife he spilled the semen on the ground, lest he should give offspring to his brother. 10
And what he did was displeasing in the sight of the LORD, and he slew him also.

Gen 41:41
And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.”

Gen 43:26
When Joseph came home, they brought into the house to him the present which they
had with them, and bowed down to him to the ground.

Gen 45:9
Make haste and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, God has
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry;

Gen 47:11

Then Joseph settled his father and his brothers, and gave them a possession in
the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had
commanded.

Gen 50:19-20

But Joseph said to them, “Fear not, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you
meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people
should be kept alive, as they are today.
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Introduction

Origin, Nature, and Destiny

From the beginning of time, man has looked up to the stars and wondered: Who are we? Where do we
come from? Are we important? Are we alone in the universe? Is there meaning to our existence? What
happens when we die? In 1897 the French painter Paul Gauguin finished an enormous painting entitled,
Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going? To make sure the viewer would know
the title of his work, he painted the words in the upper left corner of the canvas. Gauguin’s work of art
contained human figures asking questions about their destiny, and he painted on it a silly white bird that
represents the futility of language. The response in Gauguin’s composition to those three big questions is
only silence: There is no answer.

Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going?
Paul Gauguin, 1897-1898
© Paul Gauguin / Visipix.com

Gauguin said his painting was a philosophical statement comparable to the Gospel, but in reality it was
a statement of meaninglessness and absurdity. Gauguin was a modern man, a skeptic, and his “gospel”
suggested that there was no purpose to life, no hope for mankind. From his perspective, we are alone in
the universe; there is no answer to these big questions; and life will end merely in a deafening silence. With
this outlook on life, it is not surprising that after Gauguin completed his statement of despair on canvas, he
stuffed himself with arsenic to end his life. It transpired, though, that he ate too much, vomited, and was
doomed to continue living.

It may also come as no surprise that Gauguin was a long-time sufferer of depression and alcoholism. Sadly,
many people in our time share his outlook and, believing life to be totally devoid of meaning and hope,
suffer in the same way. Like Gauguin, these people are haunted by those fundamental questions, and seek
an explanation that provides the answer to their origin, nature, and destiny.

Genesis is an ancient book, but it is written for modern times. It contains the answers to the big questions
that mankind asks in every age. In this first book of the Bible, we discover that God has not only anticipated
our questions from the very beginning; he has revealed that there is indeed meaning, there is hope, and
that we can know where we come from, who we are, what happens when we die; and we can even begin
to realize our destiny. In Genesis we discover that the answers to all these questions are not to be found
in something, but in someone. We discover that we are not alone in the universe; that there is someone
outside our world whose image and likeness we alone bear. When we come to know this other as our
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Creator, we are able to define ourselves in relation to him. The revelation of God in Genesis is extremely
important to our modern world because by understanding where we come from, who we are, and where
we are bound, we encounter fertile soil for the roots of our questioning souls.

Unlike false and pagan gods, the God of Genesis desires to be known. He loves his creation and has a
passionate love for the creature he made in his own image—mankind. God stoops to speaks to us, to save
us, to reveal himself to us so that we can know and love him. God wants to draw us to himself and even to
give us a share in his own divine nature. He reveals himself so that we may know and love him as Father.

That is what Genesis is. It is the beginning of this revelation from God. In it, God tells us things we could
never know with only our five senses. Science can devise theories about how things began, what they are
made of, and the manner in which they work. But science can never go back and observe or recreate the
beginning of all things. Science can sometimes tell us the how, but it cannot tell us the why.

In Genesis we have the words of God himself giving us the answers we seek. He tells us the how and
the why. The masterpiece of God’s revelation to man is not like the Gauguin’s painting. God’s words
are creative, and his story is played out as the history of the created world. God is a true artist, and his
revelation is poetry for the soul—dripping with life and hope and truth and joy.

Title and Purpose

Three biblical books open with the words “in the beginning”—Genesis, the Gospel of John, and the First
Letter of John—and each refers to a different time frame. Genesis refers to the beginning of the physical
universe; St. John’s Gospel to eternity before the world began; and St. John’s First Epistle to the eternal
existence of God’s creative Word—Dboth before creation and within space and time—as he is now seen and
known, in the person of Jesus Christ.

From John’s Gospel we read, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God (John 1:1). God was already pre-existing before the world began, and the Word—Jesus Christ
who became flesh and dwelt among us—was God, i.e., as to his nature and being, he was eternal and divine.

So Genesis begins by making a statement about God and the universe. The infinite God existed eternally
before the world was created. The infinite God is not part of the physical creation or locked inside the
space-time continuum. God is outside of his creation, separate from it, just as a painter is the creator of his
work but exists outside of it and is separate from it. God created the universe ex nihilo—out of nothing. He
called it into being by his word, his will, and his power.

Before the beginning of the world God existed as a Trinity. The three persons of the Trinity created the
world for their pleasure. The physical world—and all that is not God—was created and had a beginning.
But God has no beginning. He is eternal. Try as you will, you will never wrap your finite mind around that
infinite mystery. There was never a time that God was not; but there was a time when the world was not,
and God called it into being.

So we are given much information in the first verses of Genesis, the book of beginnings. God begins to tell
us about himself, his creation, and Mankind. Over the centuries future revelations from God will explain
and expand upon the truths revealed in these first verses because the Bible is a whole with all the various
writings forming a continuity of unity. In Genesis we begin with a garden; in the last book of Revelation
at the culmination of time, we dwell in a city. In the beginning we are naked; in the end we are clothed
with royal garments. In Genesis we were driven from paradise, but in Revelation we enter paradise forever.
The beginning and the end call back and forth to each other so that we can understand the whole epic of
salvation history. God has a plan and history is the fulfillment of that plan. You can divide the history into
two words: “His story.” Everything will be consummated on the Last Day.

The word genesis simply means beginning, which is how the Book of Genesis got its name: because its very
first words are in the beginning (in Hebrew, bereshith), and because Genesis is filled with beginnings, one
right after another. First, we learn about before the beginning—God existed and created something from
nothing; second, we learn about the beginning of the physical universe; then about the beginning of life
and the beginning of Man made in the image of God. This is followed by another beginning—sin entered
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this paradise and the fall took place. Then came the first promise of restoration and the beginning of
salvation history.

In Genesis we see the first sacrifice to cover guilty mankind when animal skins were provided as a covering
for the nakedness of Adam and Eve. We see the beginning of the family, and the first murder. We then
discover the new beginning of humanity with Noah, the beginning of nations and differing languages, and
the beginning of God’s redemption through the seed of one man—Abraham, the father of faith.

We also find in Genesis the beginning of the covenantal relationship between God and Man with the
first three major covenants—with Adam, with Noah, and with Abraham. How can we understand our
existence and the rest of the Bible without this foundational and seminal revelation from God? In Genesis,
he has revealed divine truth that we could never have discovered with microscopes.

Finally, we cannot discuss the purpose of Genesis without noting the importance of approaching the text
with the understanding that Genesis reveals the answers to theological questions about the origin, nature
and destiny of man. As mentioned previously, we cannot look to science to answer questions of this type
because that is not the intent or purpose of genuine scientific study. Science and Scripture both reveal
truth when rightly studied; they are, however, distinct orders of knowledge: one reveals scientific truths
about created, physical realities; the other reveals theological truths about the uncreated, invisible realities
that give meaning to the physical. Therefore, we should not expect Genesis to provide us with scientific
explanations for the existence and workings of the physical universe—that was not the intent of its divine
author. In order to discover the truths revealed in Genesis, we must remember to ask the right questions.

Author and Date

Genesis is part of a larger work known as the Pentateuch, which comes from two Greek words meaning
five and scroll; thus, book composed of five scrolls. In Hebrew it is known as Torah, meaning the Law. The
Pentateuch consists of the first five books of the Old Testament: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and
Deuteronomy. The question of authorship is not directed at Genesis alone, but at the entire Pentateuch.
Even though the Book of Genesis does not reveal its author, all Jews and Christians from the earliest times
unanimously attributed the writing of Genesis to Moses.

There is both external and internal evidence in support of Mosaic authorship. External evidence is based
upon the fact that as far back as Jewish tradition can be traced, Moses is credited as the author of the
Pentateuch and therefore of Genesis. The Fathers of the Church also maintained Mosaic authorship.
Internal evidence comes from within Sacred Scripture: the Pentateuch, itself, affirms Moses as its author
(Exodus 17:14, 24:4, 34:27, Numbers 33:1-2, Deuteronomy 31:9), as does Jesus, who refers to the first five
books of the Bible as the “book of Moses” (Mark 12:26, Luke 24:27, John 5:46). However, unlike St. Paul’s
epistles, which begin by identifying St. Paul as the author in the opening lines, the individual book of
Genesis contains no such internal witness or assertion of authorship.

There are two schools of thought regarding the authorship of Genesis: One, Moses wrote it; and two, Moses
didn’t write it and someone else did. Until the seventeenth century, Mosaic authorship was unquestioned.
The scholars who today reject the authorship of Moses have not been able to come to any consensus on
alternate theories. Itisinteresting to note that these are often the same scholars who dispute not only Paul’s
authorship of some of the New Testament books attributed to him, but also the authorship of Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John of the gospels credited to them. It has become popular in recent times to question
everything that the ancients believed without question, as though we are two thousand years smarter than
those brilliant patriarchs, prophets, and sages of the past. C. S. Lewis, a Christian apologist, referred to
this way of thinking as “chronological snobbery,” and wisely observed that instead of rejecting ancient
philosophies, we should admit the help of past ages in order to see our own age more clearly. He advocated
letting the “breezes of the centuries” blow through our minds.

In the last century, it was popular to look within the Pentateuch for various source documents. The
most popular of these approaches is called the “documentary theory” It proposed that multiple
documents were written by a series of unknown authors who were separated by many hundreds of
years; these documents were then woven together by redactors (editors) at some later date to arrive at
the finished product now known as the Pentateuch. According to this hypothesis, the variation in names
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used for God throughout the Pentateuch suggests that the supposed documents originated from four
different sources: “J” for the source who used Yahweh for the divine name; “E” for the source who used
Elohim for the divine name; “P” for the source who was concerned chiefly with religious matters; and
“D” for the source who added the end of Deuteronomy that details the death of Moses. Some but not all
of the scholars who espouse this theory also deny the historicity of Genesis. However, this “documentary
theory,” also known as the “JEPD theory,” is being abandoned by recent scholarship.

The Fathers of the Church, as well as Jesus and the apostles, all refer to Genesis as the work of Moses. So,
while both Tradition and documented history do not definitively prove that Moses was the author of the
Pentateuch, their witness at the very least places the burden of proof on any challenger. To date, there has
been no proof that Moses was not the author of the Pentateuch in the ancient sense; therefore, there is no
convincing reason to abandon the theory of Mosaic authorship.

Although Genesis does not tell us who the author is, and Scripture never says specifically that Moses wrote
Genesis, we are in good company to conclude that Moses is the author and editor of the materials, and that
he, along with other possible secretaries or editors, was guided by the Holy Spirit to provide us today with
the inerrant, infallible, and authoritative word of God contained in the Pentateuch. The reality is that the
incredible internal consistency of Genesis is due to the fact that its chief author is God himself, who wrote
it to reveal the beginning of his work in the world among Mankind. St. Theophilus of Antioch once wrote,
“Moses... or rather, the Word of God, who used him as an instrument, said, ‘In the beginning God made
heaven and earth’”

Moses was raised in a royal family, presumably with the best education. He certainly would have been
keen to record the history of his people. Until that time it was the practice in ancient cultures to pass on
family history primarily through the art of storytelling, also called oral tradition. Moses gleaned that
history from the stories he was told and possibly from some written documents as well. So, Genesis is the
history he compiled of his people before his own time; Moses, however, actually lived in and wrote the
contemporary histories contained in the remaining books of the Pentateuch—Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers
and Deuteronomy. An editor, possibly Joshua, added the end of Deuteronomy which details the death
of Moses himself. It should be noted that in recognizing later edits such as this, we in no way discredit
Mosaic authorship. In ancient times, the rights of authorship were not treated as they are today; it was not
uncommon for an editor to add to content without noting any change in the original authorship.

In response to questions about Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, the Pontifical Biblical Commission
stated on June 27, 1906 that Mosaic authorship does not “necessarily imply a production of the whole work
of such a character as to impose the belief that each and every word was written by Moses” own hand or
was by him dictated to secretaries.” The Commission elaborated further:

A legitimate hypothesis [is] that he [Moses] conceived the work himself under the
guidance of divine inspiration and then entrusted the writing of it to one or more persons,
with the understanding that they reproduced his thoughts with fidelity and neither wrote
nor omitted anything contrary to his will, and that finally the work composed after this
fashion was approved by Moses, its principal and inspired author, and was published
under his name. (Pontifical Biblical Commission, June 27, 1906)

The date when Genesis was written is unknown. Much of the material was passed on by oral tradition
through generations. Because Abraham and his descendants must have been the primary source, we can
establish the date of its writing between the time that Abraham lived (around the year 1850 BC), and the
time that Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt (somewhere around 1250 BC). There were probably edits
and finishing touches after that time.

General Outline

The structure of Genesis can be approached in one of two ways: according to its subject matter or according
to its external form. The subject matter is presented in two basic sections: Primeval History (Genesis
Chapters 1-11) and Patriarchal History (Genesis Chapters 12-50). Each section can be further subdivided
by subject matter as follows:
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I. Primeval History
A. Cosmological creation account (Genesis 1:1-2:6)
B. Anthropological creation account (Genesis 2:7-25)
C. Fall of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:1-24)
D. Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:1-26)
E. Descendants of Adam (Genesis 5:1-32)
F. Wickedness of the World and the Flood (Genesis 6:1-9:29)
G. Table of Nations (Genesis 10:1-32)
H. Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9)
I. Genealogy of Abraham (Genesis 11:10-32)

II. Patriarchal History
A. Abraham (Genesis 12:1-25:18)
B. Isaac (Genesis 25:19-26:35)
C. Jacob (Genesis 27:1-36:43)
D. Joseph (Genesis 37:1-50:26)

The external form of Genesis is based upon divisions of the text into a framework of generations (in Hebrew,
toledoth). Each generation contains the phrase, “These are the generations of ...” and can be found in the
following verses:

Genesis 2:4 “These are the generations of the heavens and the earth.”
Genesis 5:1 “These are the generations of Adam.”

Genesis 6:9 “These are the generations of Noah.”

Genesis 10:1 “These are the generations of the sons of Noah.”

Genesis 11:10 “These are the generations of Shem.”

Genesis 11:27 “These are the generations of Terah.”

Genesis 25:12 “These are the generations of Ishmael.”

Genesis 25:12 “These are the generations of Isaac.”

Genesis 36:1 “These are the generations of Esau.”

Genesis 37:2 “These are the generations of Jacob.”

Clues in Genesis to Meaning of Life

Genesis is like a magnifying glass through which we can discern both where we come from and the
meaning of our existence. Like detectives sorting out a mystery, we try to understand who we are, and
attempt to make sense of the universe and our existence. We perceive two clues to our origins, purpose,
and destiny—first: using our senses and reason, we observe the objective reality of an orderly universe
around us; and second: we also discover Mankind’s unique and definite personality with our ability to
reason, communicate, create, love, make moral judgments, and sense our own existence.

These two clues are mentioned by St. Paul in Romans. First, he refers to our observation of the universe in

which we live. He wrote: “Ever since the creation of the world, [God’s] invisible nature, namely, his eternal

power and deity, has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse”
(Romans 1:20). Secondly, he refers to the internal knowledge that God has planted within us—our innate

sense of personhood, of being made in the image of God with a conscience—“For what can be known

about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them” (Romans 1:19).

Paul refers to the Law of God in the Old Testament and to the internal law written upon the hearts of all
men. You will see here the internal witness to God and his law: “When Gentiles who have not the law do
by nature what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They
show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness and
their conflicting thoughts accuse or perhaps excuse them” (Romans 2:14-15).

We begin with these two enormous clues: the objective world around us and the internal knowledge of
our humanity as well as the existence of an intelligent, personal and moral creator. As detectives we look
further. How did we get here? There are only three real possibilities: 1) everything that exists came from
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Nothing with a capital “N”; 2) everything that exists came from an impersonal beginning; or 3) everything
originated from a personal beginning.

Starting with absolutely nothing and ending up with the universe and the reality in which we live is not a
rational alternative. So, now let’s look at the possibility of an impersonal beginning.

Atheists, materialists and secularists will tell us that the material universe is eternal and it is all that exists.
It is a big, impersonal machine, and we are small machines within the larger machine. The complexity of
this mechanism is a combination of eternal matter, plus time, plus chance. Itis random and has no ultimate
meaning. We are stuck in this machine and ultimately we are just as meaningless. As the astronomer Carl
Sagan once said, “The cosmos is all that is, or ever was, or ever will be” (Cosmos [PBS television special],
1980). In other words, there is no God, and only the universe exists. With this view, Man is just a complex
combination of molecules, hormones, and electronic impulses. In this theory, a man does not love a
woman, he simply has a hormonal reaction toward her.

The last of the three options is that there is something bigger than the material universe and outside of it.
This something is personal and has intelligence. This artist or creator made the universe and fashioned
Man for a purpose. The universe and our existence are the result of a personal beginning. We are made
in the image of this artist/creator, and this explains why the universe exists and who we are. It takes
far less faith to believe this final option than it does the previous two. As human persons we know we
are more than merely a complex machine with no ultimate purpose or meaning. We sense that we have
importance, that we should be treated with dignity, and that there is a difference between right and wrong.
Just let someone stomp on our toes to see how fast we make moral judgments and defend our rights and
personhood. Machines don’t do that.

Genesis as Art

When we put down our microscopes, we ask, “What philosophy or view of reality best explains the clues
we have discovered?” This is where the Book of Genesis fits in. Here we find a personal and infinite God
who created the world and Man by an act of his will and for his pleasure. He is separate and apart from
his creation, yet it bears his imprint. He is an artist and the universe is his poem. This is how St. Paul
describes it in Romans 1:20, which we looked at earlier. The five English words translated as the “things
that have been made” come from one Greek word, poiema, from which we get our English word, poem.

God composed a poem, a work of art when he created the universe and Man. And when we look at this
great artwork, we can know something of God, the artist. We are made in his image: he loves, so we can
love; he creates, so we can create; he communicates, so we can speak to one another; he created a work of
art, so we can enjoy beauty; he can choose, so we've been given free will in his image; he is intelligent, so we
can reason and have abstract thoughts; he is infinite, so we have a reference point to give meaning to us and
all of existence. Even the great scientists have explained science as “thinking God’s thoughts after him.”

The Meaning of Genesis

All of this brings us back to the Book of Genesis, a beautiful and profound story that is revelatory truth
from God. He wants us to know who he is, who we are, what he created. He wants us to know why things
are not perfect today the way he intended them to be. He explains that Mankind violated the moral law
and disrupted the universe. Even St. Paul says the whole of creation is groaning because of Man’s rebellion
against the Creator. C. S. Lewis described it brilliantly in his book, Out of the Silent Planet. He said
that the whole universe still sings and shimmers in the beauty of God’s artistry and poetry, but earth is
now the “bent planet.” Corruption and evil entered the paradise created by God so earth is quarantined
from the rest of the universe. It is shrouded in darkness and isolation until the contamination of sin and
disobedience which mangled the poem is finally remedied.

Genesis tells us this story. It tells us that God created us; that we are made in his image; that we are the
glory of his earthly creation; that we rebelled against him; that he has begun the plan for our redemption;
that this saving plan was begun through a certain family line; and that his promise is not just a casual
agreement between God and man, but a blood oath, a covenant made by God which is a bigger and stronger
bond than Mankind can ever know. It is the infinite God with infinite love and mercy who has set out to
restore the painting, to correct the poem, to set right the creation, to redeem man who is made in his image.
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And so we embark on the most important book in the world, the book that is more than mere words on a
page. It is a book with living words, powerful words, true words. They come from the artist himself; they
are the words of God put into writing so that we can understand, have a lamp to our feet and a light to our
path (Psalms 119:105). These words are filled with life and give us hope. They point back to the love God
demonstrated when he made us and forward to the final salvation he will bring us through his own Son.

This is Genesis and we have been gifted by God with these words in our very hands. The words contained
in this treasure are sweeter than honey and more life-giving than food. Blessed be God forever!

Among all the Scriptural texts about creation, the first three chapters of Genesis occupy

a unique place. From a literary standpoint these texts may have had diverse sources.

The inspired authors have placed them at the beginning of Scripture to express in their
solemn language the truths of creation - its origin and its end in God, its order and
goodness, the vocation of man, and finally the drama of sin and the hope of salvation.
Read in the light of Christ, within the unity of Sacred Scripture and in the living Tradition
of the Church, these texts remain the principal source for catechesis on the mysteries

of the “beginning”: creation, fall, and promise of salvation. (Catechism of the Catholic
Church [CCC] 289)

Catechism Connections

» learn about the proofs of the existence of God. CCC 31, 32

¢ Understand why creation is the foundation of “all God’s saving plans.” CCC 280, 282

« Understand the value and limitations of science. CCC 2293, 2294

« Learn what human intelligence can learn about the question of our origin, and what else is
needed for full understanding. CCC 286, 287

Rome to Home

From September 1979 to November 1984, Pope John Paul II’s weekly general audiences consisted of a
catechesis on the body of the human person in light of Biblical revelation. During one such address, on
January 2, 1980, he spoke on creation as a fundamental and original gift:

The Creator is he who “calls to existence from nothingness,” and who establishes the world
in existence and man in the world, because he “is love” (1 John 4:8). Actually, we do not
find this word in the narrative of creation. However, this narrative often repeats: “God
saw what he had made, and behold, it was very good.” Through these words we are led to
glimpse in love the divine motive of creation, the source from which it springs. Only love
gives a beginning to good and delights in good (cf. 1 Corinthians 13). As the action of
God, the creation signifies not only calling from nothingness to existence and establishing
the existence of the world and of man in the world. It also signifies, according to the first
narrative, beresit bara, giving. It is a fundamental and “radical” giving, that is, a giving in
which the gift comes into being precisely from nothingness.

The reading of the first chapters of Genesis introduces us to the mystery of creation, that is,
the beginning of the world by the will of God, who is omnipotence and love. Consequently,
every creature bears within it the sign of the original and fundamental gift.

~ His Holiness Pope John Paul II
Theology of the Body, 13
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Voices of the Saints

“Saint Paul tells us, ‘The letter kills, but the spirit gives life’ [2 Corinthians 3:6]. A man has been
killed by the letter of the Sacred Scripture when he wants to quote it only so that people will think

him to be very learned ... when he has no desire to follow the spirit of Sacred Scripture, but wants to
know what it says only so he can explain it to others”

~ St. Francis of Assisi

Additional Resources

The following list of resources may be helpful to you as you journey through this study of Genesis.

Don't forget that additional resources, as well as the Ask-the-Author forum, are available to
registered participants at CSSProgram.net.

* The Revised Standard Version of the Bible - Catholic Edition
* The Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC]

* Theology of the Body [TOB], by Pope John Paul II
+ Published in print by The Daughters of St. Paul: www.pauline.org
* Online version is available through the EWTN website: www.ewtn.com

* The encyclicals of the Vatican II Council, as well as other encyclicals, can be accessed through the
website for the Holy See at: www.vatican.va
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